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Handling of Head Lice 
 
Section 1.  General Philosophy. East Allen County Schools will treat head lice 
(Pediculus humanus capitis) as pests. According to the United States Center for 
Disease Control, head lice are not known to spread disease.  
 
They move by crawling (approximately one inch per five seconds) and do not hop or fly. 
They spread most commonly by direct person-to-person contact and through personal 
items such as combs, brushes, hats, scarves, and coats. Anyone can become infested 
with head lice and it is not a sign of poor hygiene or living conditions.  
 
Section 2.  Guidelines for Handling Suspected Cases of Head Lice.  
 

1. School personnel will discretely remove the student from the 
classroom. The school nurse or other health services personnel will 
examine the student. 
 

2. The school principal, principal’s designee, or school nurse will 
contact the parent/guardian of the affected student if suspected live 
lice or nits (lice eggs) are found. Due to privacy issues, EACS will 
generally not inform other parents/legal guardians about a case of 
head lice in the school.   

 
3. The parent/legal guardian will be required to pick up the affected 

student from school if live lice are found. Upon arrival, school 
personnel will show the suspected lice to the parent/legal guardian. 
School personnel will provide the parent/legal guardian information 
about head lice treatment, combing for nits, and cleaning the home 
environment to prevent re-infestation.  

 
4. Upon request by the parent/legal guardian, the school nurse or 

other health services personnel may check other family members 
for head lice.  

 
5. At the discretion of the school nurse and/or the building principal or 

principal’s designee, other students living in the same household 
and other close contacts may also be discretely removed from class 
and examined for head lice. If necessary, the building principal or 
principal’s designee will contact staff from other schools and notify 
them of students who may need to be examined. 

 
6. Infested students must be treated at home using a lice shampoo 

according to package directions or as prescribed by a physician. 
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7. The parent/legal guardian will be required to accompany the 
affected student to school the next day. The parent/legal guardian 
must remain at school until the nurse or health services personnel 
has rechecked the student. Students must be free of live lice and 
viable (live) nits before they will be allowed to remain at school. 

 
8. Exclusion for head lice should not result in a student missing school 

for an extended period of time. Excessive absenteeism due to head 
lice may result in disciplinary action as deemed necessary by the 
school’s administrative staff. 

 


